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BBEESSTT  WWIISSHHEESS  FFOORR  AA  
SSUUCCCCEESSSSFFUULL  2222nndd

AANNNNUUAALL  DDIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  
SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPP  GGOOLLFF  

CCLLAASSSSIICC!!  
YYoouurr  ffrriieennddss  aatt  SSaannddyy  SSpprriinngg  BBaannkk  

JJAAYY  OO’’BBRRIIEENN  &&  AANNNNIIEE  BBOOLLGGEERR  

BEST WISHES 

FOR A SUCCESSFUL 27th ANNUAL 

DIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP GOLF CLASSIC!

Your Friends At Sandy Spring Bank 
Jay O’Brien & Annie Bolger





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Thank you for joining us at  

the Diversity Scholarship Golf  

Classic to celebrate the 35th 

anniversary of George Mason 

University’s transformative Early 

Identification Program.

Your support contributes to Mason 

being not only an institution of higher 

education, but an institution of higher 

purpose. Your spirit of giving helps EIP 

and the Student Transition Empowerment Program (STEP) extend academic opportunities 

to talented Northern Virginia students of all backgrounds. 

We discover, inspire and develop promising first-generation scholars who might otherwise 

not have the resources to attend college. These programs empower students, strengthen 

communities and fill critical needs in the workplace for area employers.

Mason is the largest and most diverse public university in Virginia, and we’re proud that EIP 

is growing right along with us. Over the past five years, EIP enrollment is up 28%. And we 

plan to continue to grow EIP through our Mason Virginia Promise, a guaranteed pathway to 

a bachelor’s degree, or help starting a business, for any Virginian who aspires to either goal. 

Thank you again for your engagement and generosity. You are making a positive impact on 

the lives of Northern Virginia families, Mason students, and the region we call home.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Gregory Washington
Dr. Gregory Washington 
President, George Mason University



 June 12, 2023 

What a perfect day for a round of golf with friends in support of first-generation college 

students in Mason’s Early Identification Program (EIP) and Student Transition and 

Empowerment Program (STEP). We are so grateful for your commitment and generosity. 

We continue to be thankful for Jay O’Brien, Executive Vice President for Commercial and 

Retail Banking, and the magic of Annie Bolger, at Sandy Spring Bank for their on-going 

support as the Title Sponsor for the thirteenth year. The Diversity Scholarship Golf Classic 

has raised $850,000 over the years supporting student scholarships. We could not have done 

it without you! Your participation as a golfer, sponsor, contributor, volunteer, alumni, Patriot, 

friend of George Mason University, or all of the above, makes an incredible difference 

impacting the lives of EIP and STEP students. On behalf of them all, I thank you. I must 

also thank the tireless efforts of the University Life Advisory Board members (many of 

whom serve on the golf committee) for their dedication to George Mason student success: 

the Executive Committee, led by Chair, Ted Williams; and board members Huey Battle, 

Annie Bolger, Trina Dixon, Denyse Gordon, Jim Green, Delegate Charniele Herring, Angela 

Moody, Dr. John Patton, Rick Starr, Wenbo Su, Steven Tan, LaVurne Williams and Terry 

Wang. Finally, a special thank you to the Diversity Scholarship Golf Classic golf committee, 

led with tireless enthusiasm by Ted Williams, for their commitment to planning, meeting 

and securing sponsors, ads, prizes, delicious treats, and auction items. This event happens 

because of their stellar efforts and is a success because of their hard work and dedication to 

educating and supporting first-gen college students. 

With gratitude, 

Rose Pascarell
Rose Pascarell, Vice President for University Life,

Vice President for University Life
4400 University Drive, MS1C2, Fairfax, Virginia 22030
Phone: 703-993-8760; Fax: 703-993-8745



The Student Transition Empowerment Program (STEP) is a multi-year bridge program within the 
First-gen+ Center (new department launched in early June 2021). STEP was created to enhance the 
recruitment, engagement, and retention of first-generation college students accepted to Mason. The 
program components empower students through academic skills, access to resources, community 
building, self-discovery, and builds to confidence needed to thrive in college and beyond.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF  
FIRST GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENTS!

contribution is essential to sustaining and growing STEP.
For online donations, please navigate to the following website: give.gmu.edu

area of interest.” Under the “University Programs” heading, you will see “Diversity Initiatives.” 
Select “STEP.”
For mail donations, please make checks payable to “GMU Foundation” and indicate “STEP” in the 
memo section.
Checks should be mailed to:
George Mason University
GMU Foundation, Inc.
4400 University Drive, MSN 1A3
Fairfax, VA 22030

Contact Us! 
STEP@gmu.edu or 
Email: Dr. Amber Holton-Thomas, 
             Director of the First-gen+ Center 

ahampto@gmu.edu 

""SSTTEEPP  hheellppeedd  mmee  ggaaiinn  tthhee  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  
tthhaatt  II  nneeeeddeedd  wwhheenn  II  wwaass  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  aann  
oobbssttaaccllee  oorr  sseeeemmeedd  ttoooo  ffaarr  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  
tthhee  ggooaall..""  

-Min Ko, STEP 2019

““SSTTEEPP  iiss  aa  ttiimmee  ttoo  rreefflleecctt,,  lleeaarrnn,,  aanndd  
iimmpprroovvee..  YYoouu  pprroobbaabbllyy  wwoouullddnn’’tt  eevveenn  
sseeee  tthhiiss  qquuoottee  iiff  iitt  wweerreenn’’tt  ffoorr  tthhiiss  
pprrooggrraamm  aanndd  tthhee  mmaannyy  ffuuttuurree  
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  iitt  ooffffeerrss..””  

-John Sejas-Cordova , STEP 2020

““SSTTEEPP  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssuucchh  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  
rreessoouurrccee  ffoorr  mmee  aass  aa  ffiirrsstt--ggeenneerraattiioonn  
ssttuuddeenntt..  IItt  hhaass  sshhoowwnn  mmee  mmaannyy  
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  aalllloowweedd  mmee  ttoo  
ccoonnttiinnuuee  mmyy  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  jjoouurrnneeyy..””  

-Joselyn Andrade, STEP 2020

““SSTTEEPP  hheellppeedd  mmee  ssttaarrtt  ccoolllleeggee  wwiitthh  aa  
ppoossiittiivvee  mmiinnddsseett  oonn  ssoommeetthhiinngg  II  ffeelltt  
uunnpprreeppaarreedd  ffoorr..  IItt  hheellppeedd  mmee  mmoovvee  
ffoorrwwaarrdd  wwiitthh  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  
ttoowwaarrddss  mmyy  jjoouurrnneeyy  tthhrroouugghh  hhiigghheerr  
eedduuccaattiioonn..  HHaavviinngg  tthhaatt  ssuuppppoorrtt  ssyysstteemm  
iiss  wwhhaatt  kkeepptt  mmee  iinn  ccoolllleeggee  wwhheenn  II  ffeelltt  
lliikkee  eevveerryytthhiinngg  eellssee  wwaass  ppuusshhiinngg  mmee  ooffff  
tthhee  ppaatthh  ooff  ssttaayyiinngg  iinn  sscchhooooll..””  

-Sohila Hassan, STEP 2019

““SSTTEEPP  hheellppeedd  mmee  ddiissccoovveerr  wwhhoo  II  aamm    aass  
aa  ssttuuddeenntt,,  aa  yyoouunngg  aadduulltt,,  aanndd  aass  aann  
aaddvvooccaattee  ffoorr  mmyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  iiddeennttiittiieess..

-Ivan Gonzaless  STEP 2017
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TITLE SPONSOR

SOUVENIR JOURNAL SPONSORS 
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QUILL LUNCH SPONSORS 

Volkswagen Group of America 







JAY O’BRIEN & ANNIE BOLGER  
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TITLE SPONSOR

SOUVENIR JOURNAL SPONSORS 

TARAWORTH 
HOUSE (2)
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TITLE SPONSOR

SOUVENIR JOURNAL SPONSORS 

THE HOUSE FAMILY

JEN AND REID SHELTON
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QUILL LUNCH SPONSORS

Volkswagen Group of America

TEAM PIERCE



77

JASON CALHOUN - President

Fred Adams
Apex Communications Corp. (ACC)

www.apexcomcorp.com
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TITLE SPONSOR

SOUVENIR JOURNAL SPONSORS 

PAT CARRETTA RICHARD AVERILL 
FOUNDATION
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DONORS 





River Creek Golf Course
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TITLE SPONSOR

SOUVENIR JOURNAL SPONSORS 

KDesignandGraphics.com



www.edjassociates.comwww.edjassociates.com
  

ANGELA Y. MOODY, President and CEOANGELA Y. MOODY, President and CEO

A MINORITYA MINORITY  
WOMAN OWNED SMALL BUSINESSWOMAN OWNED SMALL BUSINESS

Managing people, places and data since 1999!Managing people, places and data since 1999!

EDJ Associates, Inc.EDJ Associates, Inc.  
is pleased to support theis pleased to support the  

2023 George Mason University2023 George Mason University  
Diversity ScholarshipDiversity Scholarship

Golf Classic!Golf Classic!  
  



Congratulations on the 
27th Annual  

George Mason University 
Diversity Scholarship 

Golf Classic!



GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 

CONGRATULATIONS AND 
BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL DIVERSITY 

SCHOLARSHIP	GOLF CLASSIC! 

NOVA CHAPTER PRO DUFFERS USA, INC. 
PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT::  CCHHAARRLLIIEE  PPEELLHHAAMM  

VVIICCEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT::  JJAAMMEESS  GGAALLLLOONN,,  JJRR  

SSEECCRREETTAARRYY::  CC  DD  SSMMIITTHH  

TTRREEAASSUURREERR::  TTEEDD  WWIILLLLIIAAMMSS  

TTOOUURRNNAAMMEENNTT  DDIIRREECCTTOORR::    JJIIMM  MMAATTTTHHEEWWSS

MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  CCHHAAIIRRMMAANN::  VVIICCTTOORR  TTHHOORRNNTTOONN  

PPAARRLLIIAAMMEENNTTAARRIIAANN::  EERRIICC  HHIIGGHH  
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JASON CALHOUN - President



Our 
Mission
To serve the social needs 

of Northern Virginia by 

building on our 

fraternal foundation 

of manhood, 

scholarship, 

perseverance, and uplift

www.fairfaxcountyques.org

27th annual



The Cookie Jar Club Is pleased 
to support the 2023 George Mason 
University Diversity Scholarship 
Golf Classic

WANT MORE INFORMATION ON THE CLUB? 
Email: ourcookiejarclub@gmail.com 
Call: 703-945-0378 • Web: ourcookiejarclub.com



SAVE THE DATE
322nndd GEN BENJAMIN O. DAVIS, JR.

GOLF CLASSIC

Hosted by ECCTAI

Monday August 2288, 20233

Norbeck Country Club
Rockville, MD

Come Meet the 
Tuskegee Airmen!

For more information contact:  golf@ecctai.org



In April, the George Mason University launched 
Mason Now: Power the Possible, a one billion dollar 
comprehensive campaign to support student success, 
research, innovation, community, and a sustainable 
future. As with all things Mason, this campaign
is about — and will depend on — our community. 

Our goal is ambitious. It’s audacious. 
And, it will require determination and grit. 

That’s what makes it Mason.

Support Mason Now
gmu.edu/masonnow



CO
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S Obtaining a college degree is one of the most important 

steps you can take to set yourself up for future 

success. Doing so as the first in your family is often a 

transformational accomplishment and one that many 

George Mason University students achieve because of 

their hard work, determination and access to important 

programs like the Early Identification Program (EIP) and 

the Student Transition Empowerment Program (STEP).

Sandy Spring Bank is proud to support these programs 

and these students as they fulfill their lifelong dreams. 

I can’t wait to see what they accomplish next.

Joseph J. O’Brien, Jr.

Executive Vice President and Chief Banking Officer, 
Sandy Spring Bank

Trustee, George Mason University Foundation, Inc.



CHOOSE A BANK THAT NEVER 
LOSES SIGHT OF YOU.
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Member FDIC. Sandy Spring Bank and the SSB logo are registered trademarks of Sandy Spring Bank. © 2022 Sandy Spring Bank. All rights reserved.

At Sandy Spring Bank, we care about people. It’s why we create 
banking solutions for your unique needs, wherever you are in life. 
Give us a call at 800.399.5919 or visit sandyspringbank.com.
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